
Vakrokti, Arthaprakriti & Pratimukha, Sphota 

1. What is Vakrokti? 

Vakrokti means “beautiful and artistic way of saying 

something.” 

 

It Is a Sanskrit literary theory developed by Acharya 

Kuntaka in his book Vakroktijivitam. 

It makes language creative and stylish instead of plain and 

direct.  

    Main Idea of Vakrokti 

 

Words should be different and artistic (not common or 

ordinary). 

 

Poetry should have beauty and creativity in expression. 

 

Uses wordplay, figurative language (like metaphors and 

similes), and special sentence structures. 

Types of Vakrokti (According to Kuntaka) 

1. Varṇa-vinyāsa-vakratā – Beauty in sounds and letters. 



 

2. Pada-pūrvārddha-vakratā – Special creativity in 

individual words. 

 

3. Pada-parārddha-vakratā – Unique and artistic word 

combinations. 

4. Vākya-vakratā – Special sentence structures for 

beauty. 

5. Prakaraṇa-vakratā – Interesting arrangement of ideas 

in a passage. 

 

6. Prabandha-vakratā – Uniqueness in the whole poem or 

story. 

Difference from Other Theories 

 

Rasa Theory (Bharata) – Focuses on emotions, but 

Vakrokti focuses on artistic style. 

 

Dhvani Theory (Anandavardhana) – Dhvani highlights 

hidden meanings, but Vakrokti makes words look and 

sound beautiful. 



Vakrokti  makes poetry and stories more attractive. It is an 

important part of Sanskrit Poetics (Kavyashastra). 

It helps in modern stylistic writing and rhetoric. 

Origin of Arthaprakriti & Pratimukha 

 

Both Arthaprakriti (अर्थप्रकृति) and Pratimukha (प्रतिमुख) 

come from ancient Indian dramaturgy and are explained in 

Bharata’s Natyashastra, which is the oldest text on drama 

and performance arts in India. 

 

1. Arthaprakriti (अर्थप्रकृति) 

The term is found in Natyashastra, where Bharata explains 

how a drama or play should be structured. 

Artha means “meaning” or “plot,” and Prakriti means 

“nature” or “formation.” 

Acharya Dhananjaya in Dasharupaka also discussed it in 

detail, explaining that every play should have a strong 

central plot (Arthaprakriti) to make it meaningful. 

2. Pratimukha (प्रतिमुख) 



Pratimukha is one of the five stages of a play’s 

development in Natyashastra. 

 

These five stages are: 

1. Mukh (मुख) – Introduction of characters and setting. 

2. Pratimukha (प्रतिमुख) – Beginning of action and 

conflicts. 

3. Garbh (गर्थ) – The main development of the story. 

 

4. Vimarsha (तिमर्थ) – Climax and main turning points. 

5. Upasanghara (उपसंहार) – Conclusion or resolution. 

Pratimukha means “face” or “front” and represents the 

part of the play where the story begins to take shape 

and conflicts start. 

Sphota (स्फोट) is an important concept in Indian 

linguistics and was developed by Bhartrihari in his 

book Vakyapadiya. 

 

1. What is Sphota? 

 

Sphota means “burst” or “sudden revelation of 

meaning.” 



 

It explains how we understand the full meaning of a 

sentence instantly, not word by word. 

 

It says that when we hear or read a sentence, the 

meaning “bursts” into our mind all at once. 

2. Types of Sphota 

 

Bhartrihari divided Sphota into three types: 

 

1. Varna Sphota (िर्थ स्फोट) – Meaning comes from 

individual letters. 

 

2. Pada Sphota (पद स्फोट) – Meaning comes from 

individual words. 

3. Vakya Sphota (िाक्य स्फोट) – Meaning comes from 

the full sentence. 

 For Example  

  If someone says “Open the door”, you understand the 

full meaning instantly. 

 

You don’t think about each word separately; instead, 

the meaning comes in a “burst” (Sphota). 



 

It is an important theory in Sanskrit linguistics and 

explains how humans understand language. 

 

It opposes Western grammar theories, which say 

meaning comes step by step. 

 

 

 

 

 


