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Headwater streams
swiftly flow down
steep mountain slopes
and cut deep, v-shaped
valleys. Waterfalls and
rapids occur in this

: At the lowest elevations,
Lower-elevation streams o rivermeandersiacross
merge to flow down a broad, nearly flat valley
gentle slopes. Valleys and floodplain. At a river’s
broaden as coalescing mouth, it may divide into
rivers start to meander. separate channels as it
flows across a delta
extending out to sea. The
coastal plain and delta
are made of river sediments.
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Waterfall retreats

Hard rock =
' Overhang

Ridges of hard rock
create an uneven slope.

J Plunge pool This creates rapids.
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(a) Structure of a simple delta

(c) Arcuate delta

(b) Cuspate delta

Types of Delta




